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Dear Budget Committee:

I ask that you consider the importance of helping to preserve some of the
structures that contribute to the charm and character of Hawaii.
Much of the residential architecture that was unique to the Hawaii has been
replaced by tract homes and mansions.

There are © 14 Historic Homes in my neighborhood.

The reaction of visitors walking through my neighborhood and the comments
they make about how much character our older homes have makes the effort of
maintaining a historical home all the more rewarding and have reinforced the
value of preserving something that is unique and rapidly disappearing.

These structures, be they private or public, are also important not only to visitors
but to those that call Hawaii home.

It’s nostalgic to look at pictures of old Waikiki and the charming one and two story
buildings and wish that the charming atmosphere had been maintained and
preserved.

We are all lucky that structures like The Royal Hawaiian and The Moana Hotel
have been preserved.

In offering some financial support, via a tax break, you are not only encouraging
the continued maintenance of the structures on the Historic Register, but also
should they change hands, providing a great incentive to the new owner to keep
the historic home intact.

My historic home is costly to maintain. For example:

* I recently spent $6,600 to have all of my wooden window screens repaired and

re-furbished along with other painting related upkeep.
* It cost $5,000 to replace the galvanized plumbing pipes with copper pipes.
* This is typical R/M for an 87 year old house.

CB3 would help the existing program by adding clarity to the conditions for
receiving the tax break. These include:
1. Proof of visual access from a public way.
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2. Proof of visual visitation 12 days/year if the property is not visible from a public
way.
3. Standards for maintenance and repair.
4. Specifications for the historic plaque or sign.
5. Standardizing enforcement procedures and penalties for non-compliance.

Passing CB3 would be a big help in preserving the character and flavor of Hawaii
from the past 50-100 years.

Sincerely Yours,
Michael Speer
3050 Kalakaua Ave.
Honolulu, HI. 96815


